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Abstract 
The concept of wealth is often narrowly understood in contemporary society as the 
accumulation of money, property, and material possessions. However, the Bible offers a 
more comprehensive view of wealth that integrates spiritual, moral, relational, and physical 
dimensions. This research paper examines biblical perspectives on wealth, analyzing how the 
Scriptures define it, the means by which it can be attained, and whether wealth is limited to 
good health and possessions. Through a systematic review of Old and New Testament texts, 
scholarly interpretations, and theological reflections, this study demonstrates that wealth in 
the Bible is holistic. It encompasses not only tangible resources but also wisdom, 
righteousness, contentment, and well-being. The paper further explores principles of 
stewardship, diligence, generosity, and reliance on God as central to attaining biblical 
wealth. By distinguishing between material prosperity and eternal riches, the study 
challenges reductionist interpretations, including prosperity gospel teachings, while 
affirming biblical calls to stewardship and justice. The findings suggest that biblical wealth 
cannot be confined to health and possessions but must be understood as the blessing of God 
that integrates every area of life. This research contributes to theological discourse on 
Christian stewardship and offers guidance for contemporary believers navigating the 
complexities of wealth and faith. 
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1. Introduction 
Wealth is one of the most debated concepts in both theology 
and economics. In secular discourse, it is often reduced to 
financial resources, property ownership, and access to 
material goods. This narrow view of wealth has led many 
societies to equate success with economic prosperity. 
However, biblical literature provides a more nuanced and 
comprehensive perspective on wealth. In the Scriptures, 
wealth is not solely material but includes spiritual virtues, 
wisdom, relational harmony, physical well-being, and divine 
favor. The problem that emerges is the tendency, even within 
Christian communities, to interpret wealth primarily in terms 
of possessions and financial affluence. This has been 
exacerbated in modern times by the rise of prosperity 
theology, which equates faith and righteousness with 
guaranteed material success. Such an interpretation risks 
neglecting the broader biblical message that wealth also 
encompasses spiritual and eternal dimensions. 

The purpose of this research is to explore wealth as presented 
in the Bible, addressing three central questions: 
1. What is wealth according to the Bible? 
2. How can biblical wealth be attained? 
3. Is wealth equivalent to good health and possessions? 
 
By answering these questions, the study aims to provide a 
holistic biblical framework for understanding wealth, one that 
aligns with both Old and New Testament teachings. The 
significance of this research lies in its potential to correct 
misconceptions, encourage faithful stewardship, and deepen 
theological reflection on the role of wealth in human life. 
This paper employs a theological and literary analysis of key 
biblical texts, supported by insights from biblical scholars and 
theologians. By situating wealth in its scriptural context, the 
study seeks to offer a comprehensive understanding of what it 
means to be truly wealthy according to God’s Word. 
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2. Literature Review 
Scholarly discourse on wealth in the Bible spans multiple 
perspectives. Some scholars focus on material wealth as 
evidence of God’s blessing in the Old Testament, while others 
highlight the New Testament’s warnings against greed and 
misplaced trust in riches. This section reviews key scholarly 
contributions to the study of biblical wealth. 
 
2.1 Old Testament Perspectives 
In the Hebrew Scriptures, wealth is often associated with 
God’s blessing and covenant faithfulness. Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, and Solomon are portrayed as wealthy figures whose 
riches were linked to divine favor (Gen 13:2; 26:12–14; 1 Kgs 
10:23). Scholars such as Brueggemann (2002) argue that the 
Old Testament presents wealth not only as a blessing but also 
as a test of stewardship and covenant loyalty. Deuteronomy 
8:18 explicitly reminds Israel that it is God who grants the 
power to produce wealth, emphasizing dependence on divine 
provision rather than human achievement. 
 
2.2 Wisdom Literature 
Proverbs and Ecclesiastes contribute significantly to biblical 
views on wealth. Proverbs often links diligence, honesty, and 
wisdom to prosperity (Prov 10:4; 13:11). Yet, it also 
acknowledges the limitations of wealth, asserting that 
righteousness and wisdom are more valuable than silver and 
gold (Prov 3:13–15; 16:16). Qoheleth, in Ecclesiastes, 
critiques the futility of excessive pursuit of riches, 
underscoring that material possessions cannot satisfy human 
longing for meaning (Eccl 5:10). 
 
2.3 New Testament Teachings 
In the New Testament, Jesus frequently addresses wealth, 
often warning against its potential to distract believers from 
God’s kingdom. The parable of the rich fool (Luke 12:16–21) 
illustrates the futility of hoarding possessions without being 
“rich toward God.” Similarly, Paul admonishes believers not 
to place their hope in wealth but in God, who provides for all 
(1 Tim 6:17). Scholars like Hays (1996) emphasize that New 
Testament teachings redefine wealth, shifting the focus from 
material prosperity to eternal treasures in heaven (Matt 6:19–
21). 
 
2.4 Contemporary Theological Debates 
Modern theology often debates between stewardship models 
of wealth and prosperity gospel teachings. Stewardship 
models, rooted in biblical justice and generosity, emphasize 
using resources for service and community well-being 
(Wright, 2010). In contrast, prosperity gospel interpreters 
argue that faith inevitably leads to financial abundance, a 
view criticized by scholars for distorting biblical messages of 
contentment and sacrifice (Bowler, 2013). 
This review indicates that wealth in biblical theology is 
multidimensional, integrating material, spiritual, relational, 
and eternal aspects. The challenge lies in holding these 
dimensions together without reducing wealth to possessions 
or spiritualizing it to the exclusion of practical realities. 
 
3. Biblical Foundations of Wealth 
3.1 Wealth in the Old Testament 
In the Old Testament, wealth is frequently depicted as a 
divine blessing. Abraham is described as “very wealthy in 
livestock, in silver and in gold” (Gen 13:2, NIV). Job’s 
prosperity is also presented as evidence of God’s favor (Job 
1:3). However, wealth is not merely a sign of blessing but 

also a responsibility. Deuteronomy 15:7–11 commands Israel 
to be generous toward the poor, ensuring that wealth 
circulates within the covenant community. 
The wisdom literature underscores this balance. Proverbs 
teaches that wealth can be a reward for diligence and 
righteousness, yet it also warns against the fleeting nature of 
riches (Prov 23:4-5). Psalm 49 highlights the inevitability of 
death, reminding that no amount of wealth can secure eternal 
life. 
 
3.2 Wealth in the New Testament 
Jesus redefines wealth by emphasizing eternal treasures over 
earthly possessions. In Matthew 6:19–21, He instructs His 
followers not to store treasures on earth but to seek treasures 
in heaven. The rich young ruler’s story (Matt 19:16–22) 
illustrates the danger of attachment to wealth as an obstacle to 
discipleship. 
Paul builds on this teaching, urging Timothy to warn the rich 
not to be arrogant or put their hope in wealth, but to be 
generous and ready to share (1 Tim 6:17–19). The early 
church in Acts exemplifies communal stewardship, sharing 
possessions so that no one was in need (Acts 4:32–35). 
Thus, the New Testament shifts the focus from wealth as 
material blessing to wealth as an opportunity for stewardship, 
generosity, and eternal investment. 
 
4. Dimensions of Wealth 
The Bible presents wealth as multidimensional, encompassing 
several aspects beyond possessions. 
 
4.1 Material Possessions 
Possessions, including land, livestock, and money, are 
legitimate forms of wealth in the Bible. They provide 
security, sustenance, and social stability (Gen 26:12–14). Yet 
possessions are never ultimate, as they can be lost or 
corrupted (Prov 23:4–5). 
 
4.2 Wisdom and Knowledge 
Wisdom is repeatedly described as superior to riches. 
Proverbs 3:13–15 declares that wisdom is “more precious 
than rubies,” highlighting its enduring value compared to 
material goods. Ecclesiastes 7:12 notes that while money 
provides protection, wisdom preserves life. 
 
4.3 Health and Longevity 
Health and well-being are essential components of biblical 
prosperity. In 3 John 1:2, John prays that believers may enjoy 
good health as their soul prospers. Proverbs 3:7–8 associates 
fearing the Lord with health and vitality. 
 
4.4 Righteousness and Relationships 
Righteousness, peace, and harmonious relationships are 
integral to biblical wealth. Psalm 128 portrays a prosperous 
man as one who fears the Lord, enjoys family blessings, and 
lives in peace. Jesus also teaches that love and reconciliation 
are more valuable than material offerings (Matt 5:23–24). 
 
4.5 Eternal Inheritance 
Ultimately, true wealth is eternal. Paul speaks of “the riches 
of God’s grace” (Eph 1:7) and “the glorious riches of his 
inheritance” (Eph 1:18). Peter describes believers as heirs of 
an imperishable inheritance (1 Pet 1:4). Eternal life and 
communion with God represent the pinnacle of biblical 
wealth. 
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5. Attaining Biblical Wealth 
The Scriptures provide clear principles for attaining and 
sustaining wealth: 
1. Fear of the Lord and Wisdom: Wealth begins with 

reverence for God and the pursuit of wisdom (Prov 9:10; 
Prov 8:18–21). 

2. Hard Work and Diligence: Proverbs emphasizes 
diligence as a path to prosperity, while laziness leads to 
poverty (Prov 10:4). 

3. Generosity and Giving: The Bible consistently links 
generosity with blessing (Prov 11:24–25; Luke 6:38). 

4. Obedience to God: Deuteronomy 8:18 teaches that God 
grants the ability to produce wealth, making obedience 
central to prosperity. 

5. Contentment and Righteousness: Paul’s teaching in 1 
Timothy 6:6 underscores that “godliness with 
contentment is great gain.” 

6. Avoiding Greed and Dishonesty: Ill-gotten gains bring 
destruction (Prov 10:2), while honest work yields lasting 
reward. 

 
Thus, biblical wealth is not attained through selfish ambition 
or exploitation but through faithfulness, stewardship, and 
service. 
 
6. Wealth as Health and Possessions? A Critical 

Discussion 
The question arises: Is wealth simply equivalent to health and 
possessions? The Bible affirms these as important, but they do 
not define wealth in its entirety. 
Material possessions are often fleeting and can become idols 
when pursued without reference to God. Health, though 
desirable, is also fragile and temporary. Both can be seen as 
blessings but not as the essence of biblical wealth. 
True wealth, as the Bible teaches, includes wisdom, 
righteousness, and eternal inheritance. Without these, 
possessions and health alone cannot constitute true prosperity. 
Jesus’ rhetorical question in Mark 8:36-“What good is it for 
someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?”-
captures this truth. Therefore, biblical wealth is best 
understood as a holistic integration of material, spiritual, 
relational, and eternal dimensions, with God at the center. 
 
Conclusion 
This research demonstrates that wealth in the Bible is a 
comprehensive concept that cannot be reduced to material 
possessions or physical health. While possessions and well-
being are valuable and often portrayed as blessings, they are 
secondary to the greater riches of wisdom, righteousness, and 
eternal life. The Old Testament presents wealth as both a 
blessing and a responsibility, while the New Testament 
emphasizes eternal treasures and faithful stewardship. Wealth 
is attained through obedience, diligence, generosity, and 
reverence for God rather than through greed or exploitation. 
The findings suggest that biblical wealth is holistic, 
integrating every aspect of human life-material, spiritual, 
relational, and eternal. For contemporary believers, this 
perspective challenges consumerist definitions of success and 
calls for a reorientation toward stewardship, justice, and 
generosity. Future research could explore comparative 
perspectives on wealth in world religions, the role of wealth 
in Christian ethics, and practical applications of biblical 
stewardship in economic decision-making today. 
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